
American Idols group study guide           by Dawn Owens 

 

Session 9: The Lexus Nexus  
 
RULES FOR THE ROAD:   
These studies are designed to be as user-friendly as possible so that you as a group 
leader will need only to download, browse through, possibly do some light 
preparations, and head to the study. In order to facilitate ease of use, cues are 
provided throughout the study to indicate:  

1. when you read aloud to the group (Bold text),  
2. when you ask questions to the group (bulleted italics), or  
3. when you have the group or individual group members read (Underline text).  

 
There is no “student guide” for the use of group members. Their primary tools will 
be the book, American Idols, their Bibles, and an occasional handout provided by 
you (provided in each group study). 
 
Please note also that the studies are set up with the assumption that some 
participants will not have read the American Idols chapter prior to doing the study. 
Therefore, there may be times that pieces of the text will need to be copied for 
them to follow along. 
 
PACKING YOUR BAGS: 

1. Print out copies of the worksheet at the end of this chapter for each 
member of your group.  

2. Have Bibles available in case someone comes to the study without a Bible. 
3. Bring a few extra pens and paper for them to take notes as necessary. 

 
MEETING THE CAST:   
Begin by asking everyone to state his or her first and last name, and respond 
briefly to the question,  
 

• If I accomplished __________ (fill in the blank), then I would consider 
myself to be successful. 

 
After everyone has had a chance to respond, take a few moments to open this 
study in prayer. 
 
REVIEW OF LAST WEEK’S EPISODE: 
Our personal experiences are crucial, of course, to effectively sharing with 
others what Jesus Christ has done for us and why he is so important to us. 
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However, as we discussed last week, personal experience can also become an 
idol we worship.  
 

• Has the idol of personal experience become an issue in your life? 
 
• Was anyone more aware of the idol of personal experience this past week? 

 
• What were some ways you resisted or defeated this idol this past week? 

 
• What are some situations you need to stay clear of in order not to be 

tempted by this idol? 
 
ROUND 1: 
Chapter Nine introduces us to a new idol which should be familiar to all of us: 
the idol of the American dream, or to put it another way, the idol of success. 
While it is a typically American idol, the desire to be successful extends far 
beyond the U.S.’s borders. And, like many other idols, the desire for success 
is not intrinsically idolatrous; however, when it gets in the way of our worship 
of God, well, then it’s an idol.  
 
Let’s begin our study today understanding the concept of success. 
 

• How do you define success? 
 
Marshall Allen presents a different view of success on page 116.   
 
Have someone read on page 116, beginning with the heading “American Dream” and 
ending with the last of the Marshall quote at the end of the page.  
 

• Was there anything about this passage that struck you? 
 

• What do you think is Marshall’s main point about success in his 
comments? 

 
The author is careful to emphasize to us that “there is nothing intrinsically 
wrong with pursuing success” (pg. 17). But it’s when success gets ahead of God 
that it turns from a desire of our heart to an idol in our heart.  
 
THE JUDGES REVIEW:  
Let’s take a closer look at what Jesus sees to be success. On page 120 of 
your books, in the middle of the page, the author gives examples of how Jesus 
views success. The first example the author gives is Mark 9:35. Open your 
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bibles to Mark 9 and let’s begin at Mark 9:33, so we can place this Scripture 
passage in context. 
 
Have someone read Mark 9:33-37. 
 

• What do you think was the real issue among the twelve disciples? 
 

• How does Jesus’ view of success in this passage differ from the world’s 
view of success? 

 
Next, the author cites both Luke 14:10 and 14:13. Let’s turn to Luke 14, but 
again to get a better grasp of the context, let begin at verse 7.  
 
Have someone read Luke 14:7-14. 
 

• How is Jesus’ direction to us different than how the world would tell us to 
respond in these two situations? 

 
• Can anyone share an example from your life where you realize now you need 

to change the way you have responded, if you are going to line up with what 
Jesus says in this passage? 

 
Jesus is an example of humility to us, taking on the sins of the world—yours 
and mine—to die for us, even though he was sinless. But even in this situation, 
we know the mission was successful (though it sure didn’t look successful from 
a human perspective!) as Jesus overcame death and therefore has granted us 
the gift of eternal life for those who believe.  
 

• Is there anything you have learned from these passages? 
 
• Can you think of some examples of how we can be different from the world 

and exalt others rather than ourselves? 
 
ROUND 2:  
There are many ways to measure success. The world measures success by how 
many toys you have or the amount of money in your bank account, or how big 
your house is, or what kind of car you drive—all material measurements, and 
things that cannot be taken with you from this life to the next. But such 
measurements miss the point not so much by connecting success to wealth, but 
by starting with a poor understanding of wealth.  
 
Distribute Reproducible Handout 9.1 (“Becoming Eternally Wealthy”). 
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This handout will help us to see the difference between the world’s view of 
wealth and God’s view of wealth. Let’s take about ten minutes to complete this 
sheet as individuals. 
 
After ten minutes, have the participants regroup.  
 

• Would anyone like to mention a passage you learned from (in particular) and 
how you are going to apply it to your life?  (Have two or three people share.) 

 
• What do you think was the main point in this exercise? 

 
THE VOTES ARE IN: 
Now that we have learned what success looks like when we see through Jesus’ 
eyes, it’s up to us to decide whether we will choose his ways or the world’s 
way.  The author suggests some spiritual formation exercises in dealing with 
the idol of success. If you are feeling this idol is going to take you longer to 
process than an hour with your small group or you’d just like some other 
suggestions on how to deal with this idol, you may want to go back to the 
book, reread the chapter and (if you haven’t done so already) do the spiritual 
formation exercises. If you have already done them, but are still feeling 
convicted that you are worshipping this idol, try them for another week…or as 
long as it takes. 
 
COMMERCIAL BREAK:  
Prayer can be our ally during this journey to true success. A servant of God 
seeks the Master for wisdom in when to act, in how to act, and in what to do 
in the act.  
 
So let’s seek our Master in these next few moments, and ask him to reveal 
ways that we can serve others. 
 
Conclude the study with a period of seeking prayer. 
 
PREVIEWS OF NEXT WEEK: 

 Next meeting’s time, date and location: 
 Assignment: Read chapter 10 of American Idols. 
 Make sure you bring 3 x 5 cards for your group to the next meeting. 
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Reproducible Handout 9.1 
 

BECOMING ETERNALLY WEALTHY 
 
Identify what each passage says about wealth and write one statement 
on how to apply it to your life.  
 
Psalm 17:13-14 
Main message:           
             
Application:            
             
 
Ezekiel 7:19-22 
Main message:           
             
Application:            
             
 
Mark 10:17-29 
Main message:           
             
Application:            
             
 
Luke 12:22-34 
Main message:           
             
Application:            
             
 
1 Timothy 6:17-19 
Main message:           
             
Application:            
             
 
James 2:1-13 
Main message:           
             
Application:            
             
 
 


